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sional jingle of the pavilion chinois. I did not care much for that
part of the cantata where Miss Russell told the composer that die
pity in his look was awful, and his visage like a god's; but the
audience were encoring it very heartily as I withdrew. Mancinelli
looked after the orchestra and gave us some bits of an ora-
torio of his own (an amiable weakness in an Italian, although it
would be a deliberate fraud on the part of an Englishman); and
Tivadar Nachez played Bruch's First Concerto. Nachez is one of
the most musically intelligent violinists we have; but his technique
fails him in rapid and difficult movements. Talking of the violin,
why on earth does not Isaye give a concert? At Collard's rooms,
on Friday, two ladies, who announced themselves as "the sisters
the Countesses Augusta and Ernesta Ferrari d} Occhieppo," sang
several songs and duets in the popular outdoor Italian manner,
which came rather as a surprise to those who were not familiar
with our own music-hall school of vocalism. I never heard Miss
Bessie Bellwood sing Beethoven's In questa tomba; but I think
she could more than hold her own with the Countess Ernesta
Ferrari.

23 July 1890

IT is a pity that a statistical department cannot be started at St
James's Hall to ascertain how many of the crowd which the Ninth
Symphony always draws really like the work. If a question to this
effect were supplemented by another as to whether the catechu-
men had studied the symphony for himself or had derived his
knowledge of it wholly from public performances, I am afraid
that the answers (in the unlikely event of their being unaffectedly
true) would shew that the line of cleavage between those whom
it puzzles or bores, and those who cherish it among their greatest
treasures, coincides exactly with that between the concert students
and the home students. That terrible first movement is the rub.
At the Richter concerts we are convinced but unsatisfied; at the
Crystal Palace grateful but hardly convinced; at the Philharmonic
wearied and embittered. The whole cause of the shortcoming in
Richter's case is insufficient rehearsal.
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